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From Pastor’s Desk 
 

The Lord is your keeper; 

    the Lord is your shade 

at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike 

you by day, 

    nor the moon by 

night. 

The Lord will keep you 

from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 

The Lord will keep 

    your going out and 

your coming in 

from this time on and 

forevermore. 

Psalm 121:5-8 

 

“We are in the same boat.” Pope Francis held a solitary prayer standing 
in front of an empty and rainy St. Peter's square.  

Dear Eastham UMC family and friends: 
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the name of Jesus Christ!  
 
Where are you now as you journey, along with Christ, through this 
wilderness of life? I am overwhelmed, and kind of lost, to be honest. I am 
comforted by the devotionals and Scriptures I read daily, yet at the same 
time, feeling frustrated, not exactly knowing what more I could do for my 
church family, my community and my nation at this time. It seems all of 
us have to be on this “homebound” status for a while. Everyone’s life has 
been impacted. I am angry at the totalitarian regime in China ruling my 
old country and its people, with its cruel suppression of information from 
the beginning of this pandemic. I am worried about my sibling and my 
aging parents who are still living there. I am saddened to see the loss and 
feel the pain of ordinary people everywhere, in China as my birthplace 
and in the U.S., my children’s homeland and the nation I belong to. 
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************************ 
 

HIGHLIGHT: 
 
Contact info. During 
Homebased Operations: 
Church office 
eumc@c4.net 
508-255-5021 (Karen) 
 
 
Pastor Grace 
eumc.pastorgrace@gmail. 
com 
617-610-3668 (Cell) 
 
________________________ 
 
* During this specific 
period of time, we are 
emailing or mailing you 
prayers and sermons every 
week. 
 
 
Sermon of the week will 
also be posted on EUMC 
church website 
https://easthamumc.org 
 
________________________ 
 
 
* To continue supporting 
your church, please 
consider mailing your 
offerings and pledge 
envelopes to 
 
Eastham UMC 
3200 State Hwy., 
Eastham, MA 02642 
 
************************ 
 
 

This morning, as I listened to Pope Francis's solitary prayer in front of an 
empty and rainy St. Peter's Square, I was thinking of you, my church 
family and friends here at EUMC. Though we offer our own "solitary 
prayer" at home, every God’s child has a unique way to find strength, 
support and meaning through prayer AND solidarity of our hearts.  
 
We will continue to follow what the state of MA requires and stay at 
home till April 7th.  To safeguard the health of our community, we won’t 
risk having a Maundy Thursday Service at church, yet I urge all of us to 
constantly pray and read the Scriptures during the Holy Week, to prepare 
our hearts for the resurrected life of our Lord.  
 
On April 12th, I will be leading the Easter Sunrise Service at Nauset Light 
Beach at 5:50 am, and seriously considering if we are going to have the 
regular Easter service either at the church parking lot (so that everyone 
may stay in your car), or in the sanctuary, based on the ongoing COVID-
19 situation.  I pray that all of you continue to stay safe and well, as Psalm 
121:8 promises, "The Lord will watch over you coming and going both 
now and forevermore." 
Together in Christ, 
Rev. Grace Chur 

The Second week into “homebound” … 

 
 

In a small American town, a band of squirrels had become quite a 
problem. 
 
The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about 
their squirrel infestation. After much prayer and consideration, they 
concluded that the squirrels were predestined to be there, and they 
shouldn't interfere with God's divine will. 
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At the Baptist church the squirrels had taken an interest in the baptistery.  The deacons met 
and decided to put a water-slide on the baptistery and let the squirrels drown themselves.  
The squirrels liked the slide and unfortunately, knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as 
many squirrels showed up the following week. 
 

The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God's creatures.  
So, they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them free near the Baptist church.  Two 
weeks later the squirrels were back when the Baptists took down the water-slide. 
 

The Episcopalians tried a much more unique path by setting out pans of whiskey around their 
church in an effort to kill the squirrels with alcohol poisoning.  They sadly learned how much 
damage a band of drunk squirrels can do. 
  

But the Catholic church came up with a more very creative strategy!  They baptized all the 
squirrels and made them members of the church.  Now they only see them at Christmas and 
Easter. 
  
And not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue.  They took the first squirrel and 
circumcised him.  They haven't seen a squirrel since…. 
 

Now, Methodists … What do you think you are going to do? 
 
Maybe, just maybe — 
Keep all squirrels busy, as busy as they can!  
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TALKING ABOUT OUR METHODIST CHURCH, 
 

The 2019 Annual Conference approved reducing the number of districts in the New 
England Conference from 9 to 7. This new structure takes effect July 1, 2020. 
 
Q & A (from New England Conference of the UMC) 
What are the benefits of having fewer districts? 
The move to fewer districts is first a matter of rightsizing them for the number of 
members and churches in New England. This puts our districts in line with those of the 
other conferences in the Northeastern Jurisdiction. 
 
We hear our churches when they speak about the challenges they face meeting their 
financial obligations. Having two fewer superintendents, administrative assistants, 
district offices, and district parsonages represents a significant cost savings. 
 

 
 
What are the new districts? 
1-Katahdin District – Maine is divided into two districts; these are the churches in the 
northern/Downeast half. 
2-Many Waters District – Maine is divided into two districts; these are the churches in 
the southern/western half. 
3-Green Mountain District – The churches in Vermont. 
4-Granite District – The churches in New Hampshire. 
5-Commonwealth West District – The churches in Massachusetts west of Interstate 495.  
6-Commonwealth East District – The churches in Massachusetts east of Interstate 495. 
7-Seacoast District – Churches in Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Southeastern 
Massachusetts, including Cape Cod and Islands. 
 
Who are the district superintendents? 
Katahdin District – Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Brannen 
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Many Waters District – Rev. Dr. Karen Munson 
Green Mountain District – Rev. Jill Colley Robinson, Dean of the Cabinet  
Granite District – Rev. Taesung Kang 
Commonwealth West District – Rev. Megan Stowe 
Commonwealth East District – Rev. We Hyun Chang 
Seacoast District – Rev. Dr. David Calhoun 

 
 

 
 

Wherever you are, 
God’s blessings be with you, 

now and always … 


