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Year A: Fourth Sunday of Easter  
 
John 10:1–10 
[Jesus said:] "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did 
not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the 
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 
will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly." 
 
HYMNS: 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me   393   
The King of Love My Shepherd Is    138 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand     474 
 
Call to Worship: 
L: Come to the gate and find the Good Shepherd within. 
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P: We need a shepherd – round us up and bring us through your 
Gate, O Lord. 
L: If you’re hungry or thirsty, the Good Shepherd will provide for 
your needs. 
P: That is just what we need. Our souls thirst for God’s word. 
L: Come, the Gate and the Shepherd await. 
 
Opening Prayer 
God of all the sheep, those who remain close to you and those 
who stray, those who are always faithful and those who are lost: 
be with us today! Our lives can get so noisy. Calm your spirits, 
rest your bodies. Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd who 
desires the best for you. Help us take a look at our lives and our 
relationship to you. Bring us close, draw us in, for we ask this 
in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
Morning Message: Guided by The Good Shepherd 
(Based on John 10:1-10) 
Rev. Grace Chur 
 
Jesus lost his disciples and us by saying that I am the gate of the 
sheepfold as well as the good shepherd. How could one be the gate 
and the shepherd who walks through it at the same time? The 
disciples felt clueless and confused, so do us. I was trying to 
understand the two very different images, and found a Bible 
commentary I recently read helps a lot.  
 
While doing some research in the Middle East, the Bible 
commentator ran across a shepherd. This shepherd was not a 
Christian and did not know the Bible. But he was a keeper of sheep 
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and so was showing off his flock as well as the sheepfold where his 
sheep slept every night.  "And when they go in there," the shepherd 
said proudly, "they are perfectly safe."  But then the scholar noticed 
something. "Your sheep sleep in that sheepfold and yet I just noticed 
that it doesn’t have a gate on it." "Yes, that's right," the shepherd 
replied, "I AM THE GATE." "What do you mean?" the man asked in 
startled wonder. "After my sheep are in the sheepfold, I lay my body 
across the opening. No sheep will step over me and no wolf can get 
in without getting past me first. I AM THE GATE."     
 
Perhaps this may explain how Jesus can so freely mix up the imagery 
of being at once the shepherd and the gate. The gate is the good 
shepherd himself, who goes before his sheep and guides them in the 
daytime, and lays himself down to protect them at night.  This gate, 
the very body of the good shepherd, makes differences.  
Did you remember what Jesus said about the lost sheep recorded in 
Luke?  
If one sheep was lost, the shepherd would go after the one in the 
wilderness and bring it home.  
If we say the humanity as a flock, Jesus Christ, the good shepherd, 
the gate, really guided his flock, protected them, and died for them 
without thinking about himself. He always goes find us and bring us 
home when we are lost and suffered. Jesus says, “I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.” Sure it is.  
 
This gate is not lifeless; it is actually all about life and its flourishing, 
about life-giving and life-changing love.  At night Jesus protects life 
as the gate and keeps us safe. He promises his flock, “I lay my body 
across the opening. No sheep will step over me and no wolf can get 
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in without getting past me first. I AM THE GATE.” We know his voice 
and trust him. If one is lost, the good shepherd will go after the one 
in the wilderness and bring the lost home. That is what God 
promises us.  
 
Then who are we?  
As the good shepherd lays his body across the opening, what can we 
do to respond to His love?  
It is more than to be a flock waiting to be protected. 
 
One thousand and eight hundred years ago, Bishop Ambrose, a most 
admired theologian of his time, preached on how we respond to Him. 
Bishop Ambrose turns a fish into a metaphor of all our struggles and 
efforts to live a best life in God’s grace. “The fish,” he proclaimed, 
"he should appear to you a miracle."  
 

He is in the sea and he is on the waves; he is in the sea and swims 
with the swell of the water. On the sea the storm rages, the winds 
scream out, but the fish swims; he is not swallowed up because he is 
used to swimming. To you, this world is the sea. Its currents 
uncertain, its waves deep, its storms fierce. And you must be this fish, 
that the waves of the world do not swallow you. 

(Catherine Keller. On the Mystery.) 
 
In the wild waters of the world, the fish does not go under. The 
world is the sea. There are uncertain currents and fierce storms of 
anxiety, fear, and doubt; The world is also the sheepfold. Sometimes 
it is peaceful; sometimes thieves and bandits try to harm and destroy.  
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What did the fish do in fierce storms?  

He always swims and fights his way, knowing that his God is with 
him; he doesn’t go under in the waves of anxiety, fear, and doubt; he 
is generated by God’s love. "Imitate the fish," Bishop Ambrose 
spoken to us, “let God’s grace regenerate you!”  

 

God’s love is not unilateral. The good shepherd is not a solo 
performer. Jesus Christ promises, “I am the gate. And I am the good 
shepherd. I lay my body across the opening. And I go before the flock 
and go after the lost in the wilderness, and bring you all home.” The 
very life-giving and life-changing love regenerates us, enables us to 
respond bravely, “We are the flock. And we are the fish. We follow 
you into the green pasture, and we fight our way in the fierce storms, 
swim in your grace, and never go under.”  May the good shepherd’s 
life-giving and life-changing grace be with you and regenerate you. 
Amen.  

 
Benediction 
You have been given your rest, now go and proclaim with your lives 
the good news of Jesus Christ.  
Be a Good Shepherd to someone today. AMEN. 


